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BOOK REVIEWS 

Sea Power on the Pacific, a Study of the American- Japanese 
Naval Problem. Hector C. Bywater. 1921. Boston. 
Houghton Mifflin Company, 334 pp. 

This work by a British naval authority is most timely. The 
critical situation existing between Japan and the United States 
in respect to Far Eastern problems, justifies, in the author's 
opinion, a study of the situation and a forecast of the probable 
outcome, in case war broke out between the two nations In 
the first two chapters he agrees with other writers that the Pacific 
will be the center of the world's attention for a long time to 
come; that the Sea Powers most intimately concerned are Great 
Britain, the United States, and Japan; and that China's destiny 
is the real question at issue. The author, then, omitting Great 
Britain from the discussion, explains, but not completely, some 
of the questions under discussion, showing why the friendly re- 
lationship of earlier years between Japan and the United States 
changed, from 1898, after the annexation of Hawaii and the 
Philippines, into the present feeling of distrust. 

In chapters III- VIII inclusive are made careful and thorough 
comparisons between the two navies in respect to their develop- 
ment, administration, personnel, material, resources and ships. 
Chapter V is especially interesting because it traces the develop- 
ment of Japan's sea power and ventures the opinion that the 
Navy is "the shield behind which she [Japan] hopes to make her 
influence all-powerful in the Far East." 

Chapters IX-XI are devoted to a study of strategic situations 
in the Pacific, especially emphasizing the weaknesses in the Ameri- 
can position, such as remoteness from the scene of operations, 
neglect to provide proper naval bases, failure to fortify adequately 
Guam, the Philippines, and Dutch Harbor in the Aleutian Islands, 
and also the lack of fast cruisers. In view also of the division 
of the fleet between the two oceans, the place of the Panama 
Canal in the American scheme of naval defense is thoughtfully 
discussed. 

The conclusion of the author is that the United States after 
initial reverses would ultimately win because of the immensity of 
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its resources and wealth by comparison with Japan's. Conse- 
quently there is the implication that Japan would show wisdom 
by refraining from thoughts of war and by changing to a concilia- 
tory policy in respect to the nations of Eastern Asia. 

Japan's militarism and intense nationalism, however, are 
serious hindrances in the author's opinion to a volte face on Japan's 
part, and he seems to feel that her statesmen are prepared to risk 
all on the hazard of war, rather than to surrender the economic 
grip Japan has secured in China and other parts of Eastern Asia. 

The book as a whole is well written and should prove of great 
aid at this time to the general public, through its presentation in 
brief and graphic form of the present strained situation between 
Japan and the United States. 

J. Q. Dealey, 
Brown University. 

Zionism and World Politics. By Horace M. Kallen, Ph.D. 

Garden City, Doubleday, Page and Company, 1921, xii, 

345 pp. 
The place of the Jews in international affairs has been, in one 
form or another, an international problem for the last three thou- 
sand years. Since 1880 it has been particularly significant, on 
account of the progress of Anti-Semitism in Continental Europe. 
As an escape from, and a compensation for, various types of 
persecution, reaching their most horrible form in the Russian 
pogroms, Jewish leaders began to revive the old hope of migrat- 
ing to Palestine and there reestablishing a Hebrew state, in which 
the Jews could be free from the miseries which they suffered as 
inhabitants of Gentile states. Naturally, this proposal met 
with widely diverse response from the Jews of the western world. 
The orthodox, for the most part hailed it as an almost eschato- 
logical vision of salvation, while the reformist element looked 
upon it as simply one more obstacle to their program of assimila- 
ting the Jew to Gentile civilization. During the World War 
the Jews suffered terribly in central and eastern Europe, not only 
as soldiers in the armies, but also as a result of savage massacres 
of Jewish civilians. After the war was over in this region, there 
occurred a revival of Anti-Semitism on an unprecedented scale, 
bringing with it wholesale slaughter of the Jews. This wave of 
opposition to the Jews for the first time found its way in an 
articulate fashion into England and the United States. In these 
countries it had for the core of the propaganda the publication 



